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Death within Hours Abstract. The clinical picture of invasive meningococcal disease is broad, it mostly manifests as meningitis and/or sepsis. The severity ranges from a simple bacteremia associated with mild, unspecific symptoms to fulminant sepsis with multiorgan failure and death, which happens in 10-15 % of cases. Sometimes purely local infections (e.g. septic arthritis or conjunctivitis) or rarely a chronic course (prolonged, intermittent fever, rash, arthritis and headache) are the only clinical manifestation - which can also lead to a disseminated fulminant disease. Our case illustrates the tragic progression of a fulminant meningococcal sepsis with rapid death.